 MINUTES
Governing Board Meeting
[image: ]January 21st, 2016 at 6:30pm

Present: Stacey Bermingham, Laura Saragosa, Barbara Scharing, Sandra Tartamella, Giovanna Giuliana, Franca Cristiano, Nadia Greco, Renee Deschamps, Angela Mancini

Regrets: Diana Sukovski, Elisa Giampa, MarieLyne Lebel, Rosario Ortono

 Meeting commenced at 6:37pm

1. Approval of the Agenda:
Motion to approve:  1st Nadia Greco 2nd Sandra Tartamella

2. Approval of Minutes of November 12th, 2015 Governing Board meeting:
Deferred to next meeting

3. Public Question Period:
None

4. Arising from the minutes of December 8, 2015 Governing Board meeting:

       4.1 Letter in support of the teachers
The letter was ready to be sent to the parents but since the issues were resolved between the teachers and the government it will not be sent out.  Nadia Greco would like to thank the Community for their support throughout the pressure tactics.

5. New Business:
5.1 Bill 86
	Question was asked about our feelings for Bill 86 - replies were as follows: 
		“No trust for government”
		“Feeling Helpless”
		“Although there is no official statement from the teacher’s union, we do not like what is on the Bill”
	Laura Saragosa and Barbara Scharing attended a special RPC/CPC meeting where 36 schools were invited to discuss Bill 86.  There was a presentation and question period. It was unanimous that all schools did not want Bill 86 to be adopted.  Those sitting at her table did not fill out the grid that they were asked to fill out because they felt that their comments would not be taken into consideration.  
	Laura Saragosa feels that with the removal of the commissioners it would be impossible to contact the government with concerns.  She would love if all politics be removed from the school settings.
	Angela Mancini reported that regional reps. have the responsibility to report back and speak on behalf of parents.

The Governing Board	have several choices concerning our discussion of Bill 86.
1. Accept the Bill.
2. Reject the Bill.
3. If we feel it is too vague and need more information.
4. Offer other resolutions concerning the Bill.


Some major concern with Bill 86:
1. The English community will be left aside.
2. Will parents and governing boards have more power?
Angela Mancini states that the Bill is so well written that they will be insidious on how the government will act, that the Director General will no longer be an employee and democracy will be lost.  Only the Regional reps will have the ability to vote and the parents will lose their ability to vote.
We are concerned that parent participation will be low with the new council they are proposing.
Other concerns are that the government will have power to transfer any EMSB buildings to other schoolboards. 
They will also have control of all pedagogy.  
The EMSB prides themselves on their 88% success rate and are worried the government will change everything they have worked so hard to obtain.
It was pointed out that the government most probably wants to save money by not wanting to fund the schoolboard elections.  We should offer solutions to this concern.
Angela Mancini replies that they offered other solutions but the government rejected them.  They also gave a brief on universal sufferage stating that it is the best solution in an election.  The community needs to mobilize to feel less helpless; a social media campain could help.
The EMSB was invited to give a brief to the Government concerning Bill 86. Their appointment is on February 16, 2016 at 4:15pm.
	
A resolution was written up and read by Franca Cristiano.   Stacey Bermingham moved the resolution, Renee Deschamps 2nd.
 	Unanimous decision to reject Bill 86 by the Edward Murphy Governing Board.

5.2 Principal’s Criteria (due March 2016) –deferred to next meeting
5.3 Budget Building Process (due Feb 26, 2016) – deferred to next meeting

	
6. Principal Report:
None
	
7. Teacher Report:-
The teachers would like to thank the principal, the parents and the EMS community for supporting them during the pressure tactics.  They are happy that the issues have been resolved and are looking forward to their extra curricular activities which will begin shortly.  
Preparations have also begun for Classe Blanche.

8. Daycare Report:
None

9. PPO Report:
None

10.  CPC/RPC Report:  
None

11. Commissioner Report:
Although school boundaries cannot be changed a new transportation policy will take effect soon.  Any student may use a grandfather stop that already exist to attend the school the stop is destined for.  This will add more flexibility to the community.  To be noted the grandfather stop will only exist until the student to whom the grandfather stop was first assigned, graduates.
Nadia Greco states that the school cannot open windows because wasps, bees and other insects fly into the class rooms because there are no screens to protect against this.  Angela Mancini said she will look into it.
12. Varia:
None

Date of next meeting: January 28, 6:30pm, New Years Social

Motion to adjourn at 7:35pm 1st Nadia Greco 2nd Giovanna Giuliana.
Unanimous


Prepared by Sandra Tartamella
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