 MINUTES
Governing Board Meeting
[image: ]December 8th, 2015 at 6:30pm

Present: Stacey Bermingham, Laura Saragosa, Barbara Scharing, MarieLyne Lebel, Sandra Tartamella, Giovanna Giuliana, Franca Cristiano

Regrets: Nadia Greco, Diana Sukovski, Renee Deschamps, Elisa Giampa

 Meeting commenced at 6:35pm

1. Approval of the Agenda:
Motion to approve:  1st Stacey Bermingham  2nd Sandra Tartamella

2. Approval of Minutes of November 12th, 2015 Governing Board meeting:
1st MarieLyne Lebel 2nd Joanne Giuliana
Unanimous

3. Public Question Period:
3.1. Barbara Scharing asked if there was a point of no return for the cycle 3 Class Blanche and Ottawa Trips.  Would like to know what will happen to these trips if the teacher pressure tactics continue into the New Year.  Also would like to know if parents would have enough time to collect funds for these trips if they were to be planned at the last minute.
Response from the Principal:
A contingency plan was in place if pressure tactics continued in to the New Year.  The companies that help plan these trips will be willing to accommodate us at the last possible minute.  Other trips have also been thought of.  It is still too early to make any decisions and we are hoping all will be resolved by Christmas.

4. Arising from the minutes of November 12, 2015 Governing Board meeting:
4.1. Approval of budget 2015-2016
1st Joanne Giuliana 2nd Stacey Bermingham
Unanimous

       4.2 Letter in support of the teachers
Revision was made by the governing board members present.  Laura Saragosa will write the final draft and send everyone on the committee a copy. 
 A GB hotmail account was set up (EMSGB@Hotmail.com) to receive any comments or concerns from parents.
Motion to allow the GB to send the letter to parents in support of the teacher’s pressure tactics:
1st Laura Saragosa 2nd Stacey Bermingham
Unanimous

5. New Business:
5.1 Governing Board Meeting Dates
	January 28th, 2016
	February 18th, 2016
	March 24th, 2016
	April 28th, 2016
	May 26th, 2016
	June 16th, 2016
	Possibility of approving the September 2016 items in May meeting for accommodation purposes.
	Motion to approve GB meeting dates:  1st Stacey Bermingham 2nd Sandra Tartamella
	Unanimous

6. Principal Report:
-Our Student Teachers internships are almost over and have worked out very well.  We accommodated about 15 student teachers who generated about 500$ per student teacher revenue that helps fund our technology budget.
-We are preparing for a new pilot program for the cycle 3 students where they will each be allocated the use of a laptop to work with.  This will allow them to bridge the gap between elementary and high school and get them ready for work done on the computers (i.e. Researching, essay and speech to text)
-Officer Ben has been continuing his workshops on technology and safety online with the students.  
-The Math consultant was visited by a dozen parents at parent teacher interview in November.  They found it informative and useful.  We are hoping to bring in more experts to offer information to parents.
-Tutoring has begun.  A tutor has been hired for 3 days a week.  She can accommodate 1 to 3 students at a time.  She is working with the resource teachers at different times throughout the day.  It is working out very well.
-A thank you to all the parent volunteers who have been continuously helping at the school.  It has not gone unnoticed and their help is greatly appreciated.  
-A question was asked if academics were affected by the teacher pressure tactics.  The answer was no.  There is enough time during the school year to complete the curriculum.  

	
7. Teacher Report:- None

8. Daycare Report:
After school activities ended this week.  New activities will begin the second week of January.  Will most likely include soccer.

9. PPO Report:
Motion for a 100$ scholarship fund to nominate a student who shows leadership in volunteering.
1st Sandra Tartamella 2nd Stacey Bermingham
Unanimous
Details will be drawn up by PPO at their next meeting.

Motion to approve the next 3 pizza days: January 21st, 2015, March 31st 2015 and April 28th 2015
1st MarieLyne Lebel 2nd Stacey Bermingham
Unanimous

 Motion to offer a free slice of pizza to all students on June 22nd 2016 from the PPO Budget.
1st Barbara Scharing 2nd Sandra Tartamella

PPO to purchase muffins and coffee for staff members for breakfast with Santa.
We are still searching for a Santa.

10.  CPC/RPC Report: - None

11. Varia:

Date of next meeting: January 28, 6:30pm

Motion to adjourn at 7:48pm 1st MarieLyne Lebel 2nd Stacey Bermingham.



Prepared by Sandra Tartamella
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